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Ticks and mites, though fascinating in many ways, do not have the charisma of butterflies, birds or even 

of spiders, though they belong to the same class – Arachnida – as the latter.  They are also associated with 

a variety of afflictions such as Lyme disease or scabies which has not encouraged their study except by 

medical entomologists. 

 

Ticks are all external parasites, usually on mammals and birds, occasionally on reptiles and amphibians.  

They  live by sucking blood from their hosts.  There are far more species of mite than tick, and they are 

found as both external and internal parasites of many creatures from invertebrates to human beings, and 

as vegetarians or predators on other invertebrates on a wide range of plants, in moss, soil and water.  

Many are gall-formers creating complicated and often familiar structures on wide range of plants. 

 

The following description of this group is from the British Arachnological Society’s web site: “Ticks and 

mites form the largest of all the arachnid groups. The majority are minute but despite their size they have 

the largest impact on humanity. This diverse group occurs in astronomical numbers yet we know very 

little about even a few of them. Those we do understand have been studied because of their effects on 

people, as parasites on domestic animals, our crops or us. They transmit diseases to our livestock and us. 

Others feed on crops, causing direct damage or making them unfit to eat. However, these harmful species 

represent only a small part of the group. Many are important in the breakdown of organic matter and the 

recycling of nutrients in leaf litter, humus and soil. Others are predators. All terrestrial and some aquatic 

ecosystems have mites at all trophic levels. No habitat is too extreme, be it a hot spring or the Arctic cold, 

mites can be found.” 

 

People who study ticks and mites are known as ‘acarologists’ but the subclass has not been popular with 

British field naturalists, though more work was done in the 19
th
 and early 20

th
 century that is the case 

today.  The exception is the gall mites and there are readily available modern texts enabling their 

identification, for example Redfern and Shirley’s British Plant Galls (2002). 

 

People wishing to study the non-galling species may be able to make some progress using older literature, 

much of which is increasingly available on line (see REFERENCES below), but it is probably essential 

for many groups to work closely with a museum that has a comprehensive collection of accurately named 

specimens. 

 

As with all other organisms, results should be carefully recorded although at present many are not listed 

in RECORDER or other recording software dictionaries. 

 

In Sussex, at the time of writing (April 2011), there were only eighteen records of mites covering thirteen 

species determined to species level on the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre database.  The recorders 

were Sarah Patton, Martin Newcombe, Alan Gillham and Patrick Roper with some older ones (c. 1901) 

from Edward T. Connold.   
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Various other records were found in the literature, though those listed below are unlikely to be 

comprehensive while species like the harvest mite, Neotrombicula autumnalis, are almost certainly 

common, but remain unrecorded.  The common garden sap-sucking pest, the red spider mite, Tetranychus 

urticae, is probably known to everyone likely to read this paper, but there are no formal Sussex records 

 

One of the pioneer acarologists, Edward Connold (1901), who lived in St. Leonards on Sea, said in his 

book British Vegetable Galls which covered mites as well as many other gall formers “Very much 

remains to be done in this section of natural history, and it is hoped that the perusal of the following pages 

will act as an incentive to other students of Nature to continue their researches.”  One hundred and ten 

years later the situation remains much the same. 

 

TICKS 
 

Ticks are blood-feeding parasites that attack a wide range of mammals and birds where they lie in wait for 

hosts in long grass, nests and similar places.  Some species are notorious for spreading Lyme disease and 

other life-threatening conditions. 

 

BADA-UK (Borreliosis and Associated Diseases Awareness UK) give a list of some British tick species, 

their hosts and the diseases they carry:   

http://www.bada-uk.org/homesection/about/ticks/britishtickspecies.php 

 

This account of Lyme disease is given by BADA-UK: 

 

Borreliosis [bore-El-ee-Oh-sis] (Lyme disease) is caused by a slow-

growing spirochaetal bacterium of the Borrelia genus. 

 

There are hundreds of strains and sub-types of Borrelia 

bacteria. Borrelia burgdorferi sensu stricto (Bb s.s.) is the strain of 

bacterium which caused an outbreak of infection in Old Lyme, 

Connecticut, in the US, in 1975. This is how the term Lyme disease came 

into being. However, in 1909 Arvid Afzelius associated the tick Ixodes 

ricinus with an expanding rash (Erythema Migrans) and in Europe the 

disease has been known since the 1980's under a variety of names 

including Erythema Migrans, acrodermatitis chronica atrophicans and 

Bannwarth's syndrome. 

 

To date Borrelia burgdorferi (Bb) can be divided into at least 15 

genospecies. B. afzelii, B. bavariensis, B. burgdorferi sensu 

stricto (s.s.), B. garinii and B. spielmanii are all known to be capable of 

causing disease. There is currently a lack of consistent evidence to 

determine whether B. bissettii, B. lusitaniae and B. valaisiana also 

cause disease. The group as a whole is referred to as B. 

burgdorferi sensu lato (Bb s.l.). Borreliosis is an umbrella term to 

cover infection of any genospecies. 

 

Lyme Disease Action also has much information:  http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/ticks.htm  

 

There is a Tick Recording Scheme for Britain run by the Health Protection Agency (HPA): 
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1209369564141?p=1209369564
141 

 

http://www.bada-uk.org/homesection/about/ticks/britishtickspecies.php
http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/ticks.htm
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1209369564141?p=1209369564141
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1209369564141?p=1209369564141
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IXODIDAE 

 

Ixodes (Exopalpiger) trianguliceps Birula, 1895.  The vole or shrew tick.  A tick associated with small 

mammals.  Recorded from a common shrew (as I. tenuirostris)  at Bevendean(Nuttall et al. 1908) on the 

outskirts of Brighton in 1899 and from Bognor and Chichester in the 1970s. 

 

Ixodes (Ixodes) arboricola Schulze and Schlotte, 1929.  A bird tick usually associated with species that 

nest in hollow trees.  Also found on noctule bats.  Recorded in our area only from Sedlescombe in East 

Sussex, but widespread in southern England with scattered records elsewhere (Martyn, 1988). 

 

Ixodes (Ixodes) canisuga Johnston, 1849.  Dog tick.  A tick which is associated mainly with animals that 

return to a given nest, particularly dogs, foxes and badgers.  Said to be a vector of plague in Russia.  

Widely recorded across Sussex and with scattered records elsewhere in Britain (Martyn, 1998). 

 

Ixodes (Ixodes) frontalis (Panzer, 1805).  A tick found mainly on small passerine birds.  Recorded from a 

few places in West Sussex (Martyn, 1988) 

 

Ixodes (Ixodes) hexagonus Leach, 1815.  Hedgehog tick.  Found on both hedgehogs and humans as well 

as a variety of other animals and birds.  Widespread in the British Isles with several Sussex records from 

the BRC (Martyn, 1988). 

 

Ixodes (Ixodes) lividus C. L. Koch, 1844.  Sand martin tick.  In the British Isles this species uses the sand 

martins as its host almost exclusively.  Recorded in Sussex only from the Chichester area in 1965. 

 

Ixodes (Ixodes) ricinus (Linnaeus 1758)  Sheep tick, Castor bean tick, wood tick.  The commonest British 

tick and recorded widely across the British Isles from Cornwall to Shetland, but with rather few records 

from Sussex (e.g. South Harting), though it is probably just as widespread here as elsewhere.  Found on 

both animals and humans as well as many birds.  There is an account of Lyme disease as transmitted by 

this species in Ticks & Lyme Disease a web site created by Mark Greenfield (2004) for Arun District 

Council and others: http://www.wadhurst.demon.co.uk/lyme/lyme3.htm  It is also known to transmit 

louping-ill, a virus of sheep, redwater fever of cattle and tickborne fever of sheep, cattle, goats and deer 

(Martyn, 1988). 

 

Dermacentor reticulatus (Fabricius, 1794)  Marsh tick.  Recorded is Sussex from Bodiam Castle in the 

East and Ebernoe Common in the west, most British records are from the coasts of the West Country and 

Wales (Martyn, 1988).  The principal hosts of the adults are large domestic mammals, but they have also 

been known to parasitize humans and dogs.  It is known to cause redwater fever of cattle, and to transmit 

the protozoans Nuttallia equi and Pirolasma caballi of horses and P. canis of dogs. It can also transmit 

the virus causing infectious encephalomyelitis of horses and tularemia of rodents. 

 

Haemaphysalis punctata, Canestrini & Fanzago,1877.  Coastal red tick.  Recorded in the first half of the 

20
th
 century from Lewes and Eastbourne.  Elsewhere mainly recorded near the coast, especially in Kent 

and Essex.  It has been suggested that this distribution reflects ancient droving practices. Welsh sheep and 

cattle were driven to south-east England to be fattened, many on the marshlands of Kent and Essex for the 

London market.  The tick probably only survives in the coastal regions of the droving route because of the 

milder climate. The main hosts of the adults are sheep and cattle - while the immature stages of the life 

cycle are more often found on passerine birds.  H. punctata is thought to cause tick paralysis in sheep and 

humans and to transmit the causative agents of tickborne rickettsial typhus and redwater fever of cattle. 

 

Rhipicephalus sanguineus Latreille,1806.   Kennel tick, brown dog tick.  Recorded once from Brighton in 

1977, otherwise with only scattered records in Britain.  In the UK it is principally a parasite of the 

http://www.wadhurst.demon.co.uk/lyme/lyme3.htm
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domestic dog. The climate in northern Europe is probably too harsh for this species to overwinter out of 

doors but, because of its association with the domestic dog, localized populations can become established 

in kennels, houses, etc. 

 

Argas (Carios) vespertilionis (Latreille, 1802)  The Blyborough tick.  The hosts of this are various species 

of bat, but it has been recorded on humans. It is called the Blyborough tick because of the large numbers 

that were found when the old roof of Blyborough village church, Lincolnshire, was removed in the 1870s 

(Martyn, 1988).  Recorded from several sites in both East and West Sussex. 

 

 

 

 

MITES 

 

PARASITIDAE 

 

Holoparasitus calcaratus (C. L. Koch).  This species has been recorded “from the Sussex/Kent border, 

near the coast” otherwise only from Hampshire and Cambridgeshire.  From grasses and leaf litter in damp 

habitats.  (Hyatt, 1987). 

 

Holoparasitus stramenti Karg.  Widespread in UK with records from Sussex.  Associated with leaf litter 

and other vegetable substrates, particularly in marshy places.  (Hyatt, 1987). 

 

Holoparasitus inornatus (Berlese).  Widespread in UK with records from Sussex.  Associated with leaf 

litter and other vegetable substrates, particularly in marshy places.  (Hyatt, 1987). 

 

PSOROPTIDAE 

 

Cnemidocoptes mutans (R. and L.)  Scaly-leg mite.  A species that infects poultry and wild birds, 

crawling under the skin of the legs and causing irritation.  There are no specific Sussex records, but it may 

be widespread. 

 

Otodectes cyanotis Hering.  An ear mite.  While there are no specific Sussex records of this mite, most 

commonly found in the ears of cats, recommendations for its treatment are often described by Sussex 

vets, so the inference is that it is not uncommon in the county. 

 

Psoroptes ovis (= Psoroptes communis Fürstenberg, 1861, var. ovis)  Sheep scab mite.  This mite that 

causes scab in sheep was last recorded in the British Isles in Herefordshire in 1952 (Weedon, 1969).  It 

was recorded in East Sussex on an unspecified date in the past. 

 

Sarcoptes scabiei De Geer.  This is the mite that causes scabies in man and other animals.  It occurs quite 

widely in Sussex and, according to East Sussex County Council, may be increasing.  The variety that 

attacks humans is often distinguished as S. scabiei var. hominis (Hering) 

 

TYROGLYPHIDAE  Cheese mites 

 

Histiosoma rostro-serratum Mégnin, 1873 

 

Michael (1902) says this is found on decaying mushrooms and on rotting vegetation in “all parts of 

England” so it is very likely to occur in Sussex. 
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Glycyphagus domestica 

 

A dust mite particularly associated with soft furnishings, but often found both indoors and out, sometimes 

in large quantities.  Likely to be widespread in Sussex. 

 

ACARIDAE 

 

Mycetoglyphus fungivorus Oudemans, 1932 

 

Described by Dutch zoologist Anthonie Cornelis Oudemans from specimens from mushrooms in Sussex 

(Solarz et al. 2004).  Now also known from Germany, Hungary, former USSR, USA and South Africa, 

commonly occuring on grasslands and beneath stacks of hay and straw.  It has also been collected from 

celery waste, lettuce, decaying radishes and from wet decaying wood debris, from moles’ nests and nests 

of ants and birds.  

 

PYROGLYPHIDAE 

 

Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus   European house dust mite.  The commonest dust mite in Britain and 

more or less ubiquitous in human habitations. 

 

Euroglyphus maynei  Mayne’s house dust mite.  Described as common in England. 

 

VARROIDAE 

 

Varroa destructor Anderson and Truemann.  The varroa mite.  A very damaging parasite of the honey 

bee, Apis mellifera, that has destroyed many hives worldwide.  There appear to be no formal records for 

the species in Sussex, though it is thought to be widespread.  The University of Sussex is making a 

detailed study of the mite and its control in a project called ‘The Sussex Plan’.    

See: http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/sussexplan/varroamites  There is no provision for it on the 

RECORDER software. 

 

Acarapis woodi, the tracheal mite or Isle of Wight disease mite, another honey bee parasite, almost 

certainly either has, or still does, occur in Sussex. 

 

TETRANYCHIDAE 

 

Tetranychus lintearius Dufour, 1832.  Gorse mite.  This was recorded several times in 2008 at the Old 

Lodge reserve, Ashdown Forest by the late Alan Gillham and examples were also possibly noted at 

Hollingbury Hill Fort, Brighton in 2009.  The mites spin webs over gorse bushes, sometimes in such 

quantity that the bushes seem to be covered in webbing (Kirby, 2005). 

 

Tetranychus urticae Koch.  Two spotted spider mite.  A widespread plant-feeding mite.  Often a pest in 

gardens and greenhouses.  No formal Sussex records, but probably widespread. 

 

ERIOPHYIDAE 

 

Acalitus brevitarsus (Fockeu)  Mites in galls on alder leaves.  Recorded from Hastings before 1902 by 

Connold. 

 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/sussexplan/varroamites
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Acalitus calycophthirus (Nalepa)  Mites cause swollen buds on Betula spp.  This was formerly classified 

as a subspecies of Aceria rudis (Redfern & Shirley, 2002) and was recorded as this species from 

Guestling by Connold prior to 1901. 

 

Acalitus rudis (Canestrini)  Mites in galls on leaves of birch (Betula spp.).  Recorded from Guestling, East 

Sussex by Connold prior to 1902. 

 

Aceria (= Eriophyes) ajugae Nalepa  A species that galls the leaves of bugle, Ajuga reptans.  Recorded 

by Connold in Hastings prior to 1902.  Said to be rare (Redfern & Shirley). 

 

Aceria crataegi (Canestrini)  Causes galls on leaves of hawthorn (Crataegus spp.).  Recorded by Edward 

Connold from Hastings prior to 1902. 

 

Aceria erineus (Nalepa)  Galls on leaves of walnut (Juglans regia).  Recorded from Guestling, East 

Sussex by Connold prior to 1902 as Eriophyes tristratus var. erinea. 

 

Aceria euaspis (Nalepa)  Recorded by Patrick Roper from Sedlescombe in 2004.  Causes a gall that rolls 

the edges of leaves of Lotus spp.  Not listed in RECORDER (March 2011). 

 

Aceria galiobia (Canestrini)  Enlarges fruit of lady’s bedstraw, Galium verum and hedge bedstraw, G. 

mollugo, into a gall.  Recorded by Edward Connold from Camber prior to 1902. 

 

Aceria genistae (Nalepa)  Recorded in the garden of 3 Amherst Gardens, Hastings in 2007 by Patrick 

Roper.  Forms gall clusters on broom and related shrubs. 

 

Aceria macrochelus (Nalepa).  Mites in small pustules on leaves of field maple (Acer campestre).  

Recorded from Hastings by Connold before 1902. 

 

Aceria macrorhynchus.  Mites in small pustules on the leaves of field maple (Acer campestre).  More 

crowded than A. macrochelus above.  Recorded from Hastings by Connold before 1902. 

 

Aceria sanguisorbae (Canestrini).  Mites in furry galls on  salad burnet (Sanguisorba minor).  Recorded 

before 1902 from Goodwood, West Sussex by R. R. Hutchinson via E. Connold (1901). 

 

Aceria silvicola (Canestrini) Causes galls that are irregularly shaped pustules on bramble leaves (Rubus 

fruticosus agg.).  Recorded from Fairlight Glen in Hastings Country Park by Patrick Roper in 2004. 

 

Aceria ulmicola (Nalepa)  Recorded from Preston Park, Brighton by Patrick Roper on 2 June 2006.  

Forms small pustulate galls on leaves of elm (Ulmus spp.). 

 

Aculops acericola (Nalepa)  Mites in pustulate galls on leaves of sycamore.  Recorded from Hastings by 

Connold prior to 1902 as Phyllocoptes acericola.  Not included in Redfern & Shirley (2002), but listed on 

the NBN Gateway. 

 

Aculus fraxini (Nalepa)  Mites in rolled leaf galls on ash (Fraxinus excelsior).  Recorded from Hastings 

by Connold prior to 1902. 

 

Aculus laevis (Nalepa)  (= Eriophyes tetanothrix f. laevis) Recorded from Hastings by Connold  prior to 

1902 and from  Bixley Wood, Beckly by Patrick Roper in 2006.  Mites in small, rounded pustules on 

leaves of sallows Salix spp. 
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Aculus leionotus (Nalepa) (= Eriophyes lionotus).  Mites in galls on birch leaves.  Recorded by Connold 

before 1902 from Guestling, East Sussex.  “Birch mite taxonomy is complex and not fully sorted out 

(Redfern and Shirley, 2002) 

 

Cecidophyes galii (Karpeles)  A species that galls the leaves of bedstraws, usually goosegrass, Galium 

aparine.  Recorded by F. Hall via Edward Connold from Guestling, before 1902 and currently widespread 

in Sussex. 

 

Cecidophyopsis psilaspis (Nalepa).  Mites in swollen buds of yew (Taxus baccata).  Recorded by 

Connold from Hastings before 1902. 

 

Cecidophyopsis ribis (Westwood, 1869)  Mites in swollen buds of black currant (Ribes nigrum).  

Recorded from Hastings by Connold before 1902. 

  

Eriophyes convolvens (Nalepa)  Mites in galls on the rolled edges of leaves of spindle (Euonymus 

europaeus).  Recorded from several places in Sedlescombe prior to 2011 by Patrick Roper and probably 

widespread in Sussex.   

  

Eriophyes inangulis (Nalepa) (= E. axillare)  Recorded from Hastings as galls on alder leaves prior to 

1902 by E. Connold. 

 

Eriophyes laevis (Nalepa)  Recorded from Hollington, St Leonards on Sea and Hastings by E, Connold in 

1902.  Mites in small pustulate galls on alder leaves. 

 

Eriophyes leiosoma (Nalepa).  Mites in small pustulate galls on lime (Tilia) leaves. 

 

Eriophyes marginatus Connold, 1901.  Mites in rolled edges of leaves of white willow (Salix alba).  

Recorded by Connold from Hastings before 1902.  Not listed in Redfern & Shirley (2002) who say “Mite 

leaf roll galls on Salix are difficult to separate and in need of more research.”  The species is, however, 

listed in RECORDER and by the NBN. 

 

Eriophyes prunispinosae Nalepa.  Mites in reddish pustulate galls on blackthorn (Prunus spinosa). 

Recorded by Martin Newcombe at Oak Farm, Felbridge in 2004.  Also recorded as Eriophyes similis by 

Edward Connold in Hastings in 1902. 

 

Eriophyes pustulatum  Connold, 1901.  Mites in galls on leaves of aspen (Populus tremula).  This was 

named by Connold from specimens found in Hastings before 1902.  There appear to be no other records, 

but the galls closely resemble those of some aspen gall midges. 

 

Eriophyes pyri (Pagenstecher)  Pear leaf blister mite.  Mites in small pustules on leaves of pear (Pyrus 

sp.).  Recorded (as E. piri) from Guestling by Connold from galls gathered by the Rev. E. N. Bloomfield 

before 1902.  

 

Eriophyes similis  (Nalepa, 1890)  Recorded at Bramber and at Warnham Mill Pond, West Sussex by 

Sarah Patton in 2007.  Mites in reddish pustulate galls on leaves of plum, Prunus domestica (Redfern & 

Shirley, 2002).  Connold’s 1901 record of this species from Guestling may refer to Eriophyes 

prunispinosae. 

 

Eriophyes sorbi (Canestrini)  Mites in galls on leaves of rowan (Sorbus aucuparia).  Recorded by 

Connold as Eriophyes aucupariae from Hastings prior to 1902. 
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Eriophyes torminalis Nalepa.  Widespread in Sussex wherever wild service trees, Sorbus torminalis, 

grow.  Possibly the same as E. sorbi on rowan, Sorbus aucuparia.  Connold (1901) has an illustration of 

these galls from Hastings on what are clearly wild service leaves, but describes them as Eriophyes viburni 

and the leaves as Viburnum opulus.  

 

Eriophyes tiliae  Recorded at Fernhurst, West Sussex, by Sarah Patton in 2007. 

 

Monochetus sulcatus (Nalepa)  Tufted galls on leaves of beech (Fagus sylvatica).  Recorded by Connold 

from Hastings before 1902. 

 

Phyllocoptes goniothorax (Nalepa)  Causes either a gall, or an erineum (a patch of hairs on the leaf or 

stem), on leaves of hawthorn (Crataegus spp.).  Recorded by Edward Connold from Eastbourne prior to 

1902. 

 

Phytoptus avellanae  Hazel big bud mite. Formally recorded only at Warnham Mill Pond, West Sussex, 

by Sarah Patton in 2007.  However, it is widespread in Sussex. 

 

DIPTILOMIOPIDAE 

 

Rhyncaphytoptus ficifoliae Keifer,1939.  First collected in Britain from leaves of fig (Ficus carica) from a 

nursery in West Sussex in 2000 (Ostojá-Starzewski, 2002) 

 

TRACHYUROPODIDAE 

 

Donisthorpe in his book The Guests of British Ants (1927) says “There are thirty-nine known species of 

myrmecophilous Acari found in Britain, twenty-four of which were added to the British list by me.”  

However, he only reports the species below and Laelaps oophilus from Sussex  

 

Trachyuropoda excavata Wasm., 1899  Was recorded from Sussex by Donisthorpe (1927).  It occurs in 

the nests of the ants Lasius fuliginosus and L. niger. 

 

LAELAPIDAE 

 

Androlaelaps casalis (Berlese, 1887).  A generalist species recorded from a roost of one of the pipistrelle 

bat species in West Sussex (Baker & Craven, 2003). 

 

Laelaps (Oolaelaps) oophilus Wasm.  Was recorded from Sussex by Donisthorpe (1927).  It occurs in the 

nests of ant species in the genus Formica. 

 

MACROCHELIDAE 

 

Geholaspis longispinosus (Kramer).  A widespread species recorded from Sussex prior to 1988 (Hyatt & 

Emberson, 1988).  Found in all sorts of vegetable litter and moss as well as in small mammal nests. 

 

Geholaspis mandibularis (Berlese).  A widespread species recorded from Sussex prior to 1988 (Hyatt & 

Emberson, 1988).  Found in all sorts of litter, turf and moss as well as in ant’s nests and small mammal 

nests. 

 

Macrocheles montanus (Willmann).  A widespread species recorded from Sussex prior to 1988 (Hyatt & 

Emberson, 1988).  Has been found in leaf litter, cow dung, under wet bark and in the nests of small 

mammals. 
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Macrocheles submotus Falconer.  A widespread species recorded from Sussex prior to 1988 (Hyatt & 

Emberson, 1988).A species of leaf litter and moss, often in damps situations.  Also recorded from salt 

marsh and the nests of small mammals. 

 

Macrocheles muscaedomesticae (Scopoli).  A widespread synanthropic species associated with house 

flies and stable flies and their breeding places.  Often phoretic (hitching a ride on the flies in question).  

Recorded from Sussex prior to 1988 by Hyatt and Emberson (1988). 

 

Macrocheles glaber (Müller).  A widespread species recorded from Sussex prior to 1988 (Hyatt & 

Emberson, 1988).  Mostly associated with coprophilous beetles, but also in dung, fungus carrion and 

decaying seaweed. 

 

Melichares (Blattisocius) keegani Fox, 1947.  A species associated with beetles that has been recorded 

from Sussex (Hyatt, 1964) 

 

Glyptholaspis americana (Berlese).  One of the scarcer Macrochelid mites which, prior to 1988, was 

recorded only from Sussex, Oxford and the Isles of Scilly (Hyatt & Emberson, 1988).  Associated with 

dung beetles, synanthropic flies and compost heaps. 

 

Glyptholaspis confuse (Foà).  A widespread species recorded from Sussex prior to 1988 (Hyatt & 

Emberson, 1988).  Associated with synanthropic flies, manure, granary refuse and similar. 

 

Blattisocius keegani I. Fox,1947.  This species is found in insect cultures and in stored foodstuffs infested 

with various insects.   Recorded in Britain from Sussex and Northamptonshire. 

 

ORIBATIDAE.  Moss mites or beetle mites. 

 

A large family of vegetable feeding mites.  In the standard work British Oribatidae by Albert D. Michael 

(1888), few specific locations are given for each species, often only the country name ‘England’.  No 

Sussex records are listed, though various species are often encountered by people searching through moss 

and vegetable rubbish. 

 

The following species were recorded by Michael (1888) in the 19
th
 C. from Surrey and may therefore 

possibly occur in Sussex:   

 

Tegeocranus cepheiformis.  Among conifers, especially on their fallen bark 

 

Eremaeus brevipes.  On trees, especially oaks. 

 

Hoplophora anomala.   Among moss on the North Downs. 

 

Hoplophora ardua.  In dead wood. 

 

Cepheus bifidatus.  Dead wood and dead wood fungi. 

 

MESOSTIGMATIDAE 

 

The mesostigmatid mites associated with yew at four localities in England and Wales are listed. There are 

116 species, including one genus and 20 species newly recorded for the British Isles.  
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FAMILY MACRONYSSIDAE 

 

Macronyssus diversipilis (Vitzthum, 1920).  Recorded from Bechstein’s bat, Myotis bechsteinii, 

Daubenton’s bat, Myotis daubentonii, and Natterer’s bat, Myotis nattereri in West Sussex (Baker & 

Craven, 2003). 

 

Macronyssus ellipticus (Kolenati, 1856).  Recorded in West Sussex from Brandt’s bat, Myotis brandti, 

greater mouse-ear bat, Myotis myotis, whiskered bat, Myotis mystacinus, and brown long-eared, Plecotus 

auritus (Baker & Craven, 2003). 

 

Steatonyssus occidentalis evansi Micherdziski, 1980.  Recorded from the serotine bat, Eptesicus 

serotinus, in East Sussex (Baker & Craven, 2003). 

 

Steatonyssus periblepharus Kolenati, 1858.  Recorded from the pygmy pipistrelle, Pipistrellus pygmaeus 

and other pipistrelle species in West Sussex (Baker & Craven, 2003). 

 

FAMILY PHYTOSEIIDAE 

 

Euseius finlandicus (Oudemans, 1915).  This species normally occurs on trees and other vegetation where 

it is predatory on small invertebrates.  It has also been recorded from Daubenton’s bat, Myotis 

daubentonii, in West Sussex (Baker & Craven, 2003). 

FAMILY SPINTURNICIDAE 

 

Spinturnix myoti (Kolenati, 1856).  Recorded in West Sussex from Natterer’s bat, Myotis nattereri (Baker 

& Craven, 2003). 

 

HYDRACARINA  Water mites 

 

The Hydracarina is a clade of aquatic mites containing many superfamilies and families.  Hopkins (1961) 

in his key  to the water mites of the Flatford area in Suffolk found 81 species of water mite locally and 

there are around 300 species recorded from Britain as a whole.  Between 1924 and 1928 Charles D. Soar 

published a comprehensive, 3 volume account of the British Hydracarina, but the book is not yet online 

and virtually unobtainable as a hard copy. 

 

Hopkins’s 1961 key probably contains many species found in Sussex, but I have so far come across no 

specific Sussex records. 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Baker, A. S. & Craven, J. C. (2003)  Checklist of the mites (Arachnida: Acari) associated with bats 

(Mammalia: 

Chiroptera) in the British Isles.  Systematic & Applied Acarology Special Publications (2003) 14: 1-20 

 

Connold, Edward T. (1901)  British Vegetable Galls.  An introduction to their study.  Hutchinson & Co., 

London. 

 

Donisthorpe, H. St J. K. (1927)  The guests of British ants, their habits and life-histories.  George 

Routledge, London. 

 

Greenfield, Mark (2004)  Ticks & Lyme Disease.  Arun District Council et al.  

http://www.wadhurst.demon.co.uk/lyme/lyme3.htm 

http://www.wadhurst.demon.co.uk/lyme/lyme3.htm


 

11 
 

 

Hirst, Stanley (1922)  Mites Injurious To Domestic Animals, With An Appendix On The Acarine Disease 

Of Hive Bees.  British Museum (Natural History), London. 

 

Hopkins, C. L. (n.d.)  A key to the water mites (Hydracarina) of the Flatford Area.  Field Studies 

Council. 

http://www.field-studies-council.org/fieldstudies/documents/vol1.3_19.pdf 

 

Hyatt, K. H. (1964)  A collection of Mesostigmata (Acari) associated with Coleoptera and Hemiptera in 

Venezuela.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) Zoology, vol. Ii, no. 7: 465-509, London. 

 

Hyatt, K. H. & Emberson, R. M. (1988)  A review of the Macrochelidae (Acari: Mesostigmata) of the 

British Isles.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) 54(2): 63-125 

http://biostor.org/cache/pdf/b8/01/a0/b801a0ea1b609d32461951f40aa00a0f.pdf 

 

Hyatt, K. H.  (1987) Mites of the genus Holoparasitus Oudemans, 1936 (Mesostigmata: Parasitidae) in 

the British Isles.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) Zoology 52(4):139-164 

http://biostor.org/cache/pdf/d6/cc/8d/d6cc8d9e534e6f4b155ead0fbf2e3b0b.pdf 

 

Kirby, Michael (2005)  Gorse Mites and their predators.  British Wildlife 15 (5): 314-317. 

 

Martyn, K. P. (1988)  Provisional Atlas of the Ticks (Ixodoidea) of the British Isles.  BRC/NERC, 

Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria.  http://nora.nerc.ac.uk/7635/1/Ticks.pdf 

 

Michael, Albert D. (1888 and 21
st
  C facsimiles)  British Oribatidae. (2 volumes).  The Ray Society, 

London. 

 

Michael, Albert D. (1901 and 21
st
 C facsimiles)  British Tyroglyphidae.  The Ray Society, London.  

http://openlibrary.org/books/OL7077225M/British_Tyroglyphidae. 

 

Nuttall, G. H. F, Warburton, C., Cooper, W. F. & Robinson, L. E. (1908)  Ticks.  A monograph of the 

Ixodoidea.  Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

 

Ostojá-Starzewski, J. C. (2002)  Aceria ficus (Cotte) and Rhyncaphytoptus ficifoliae Keifer (Acari: 

Eriophyoidea) first records in the British Isles.  British Journal of Entomology and Natural History. Vol. 

15 No. 2 pp. 79-82. 

 

Redfern, Margaret & Shirley, Peter (2002) British Plant Galls. Field Studies Vol. 10 No 2. And 3. 

Field Studies Council, Preston Montford, Shropshire. 

 

Skorupski, M. & Luxton, M.
 
(1998)  Mesostigmatid mites (Acari: Parasitiformes) associated with yew 

(Taxus baccata ) in England and Wales.  Journal of Natural History, 32 (3) March 1998, pp. 419-439. 

 

Solarz, K., Szilman, P., Szilman, E., Krzak, M. & Jagla, A. (2004) Some allergenic species of 

astigmatid mites (Acari, Acaridida) from different synanthropic environments in southern Poland.  Acta 

zoologica cracoviensia, 47(3-4): 125-145, Kraków, 31 December, 2004. 

 

Soar, Charles D. (1924-1928)  The British Hydracarina.  The Ray Society, London 

 

Weedon, D. A. J. (1969)  The last sheep scab case.  State Veterinary Journal 24 (72) September 1969.  

Defra, London 

http://www.field-studies-council.org/fieldstudies/documents/vol1.3_19.pdf
http://biostor.org/cache/pdf/b8/01/a0/b801a0ea1b609d32461951f40aa00a0f.pdf
http://biostor.org/cache/pdf/d6/cc/8d/d6cc8d9e534e6f4b155ead0fbf2e3b0b.pdf
http://nora.nerc.ac.uk/7635/1/Ticks.pdf
http://openlibrary.org/books/OL7077225M/British_Tyroglyphidae.

